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Comprehension – Information on Word Levels for Home
Your Speech and Language Therapist may have spoken to you about your child’s difficulties understanding language.  You may have provided with activities to target your child’s language development.  Below is some information about language difficulties and about things to be aware of when working through the activities.
Children with language difficulties often have difficulty processing the language they hear.  They take time to work through instructions and spoken information, and take longer to respond to questions than most children. They may also only remember, process and understand part of what they have heard.  In situations where there are distractions or high levels of background noise, this can be even more difficult.  If children feel under pressure to respond quickly they may become anxious, which may make the problem worse.

Understanding any spoken information, or following instructions, requires basic attention, listening and discrimination skills. 

An essential step when working through activities is to encourage the child to ask for repetition as they must also develop their ability to say when they have not understood something.

Instructions vary not only in terms of length, but also of how much information they contain. It is important to remember that the more pieces of key information an instruction contains, the more difficult it is to remember, process and understand. Below are some examples of the different levels of instructions:

· 1-word-level - ‘give me the pen’ - where there is a choice of objects on the table. (The child only NEEDS to understand 1 word).

· 2-word-level – ‘give me the yellow pen’ - where there is a choice of objects and colour of each object.

· 3-word-level – ‘put the pen under the ruler’ - where there is a choice of objects and positions to put them in.

· 4-word-level – ‘give me the yellow pen and the blue counter’ - where there is a choice of objects and colour of each object.

· 5-word-level – ‘put the blue counter behind the yellow pen’ - where there is a choice of objects and colour of each object, and position to put them in.

· 6-word-level – ‘put the big green cup under the blue box’ - where there is a choice of objects and colour of each object, and size of cups.

· 2-part instructions – ‘draw a big blue circle, then stand up and clap your hands’.
