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Promoting Grammatical Language at Home
During a child’s language development, it is common for mistakes to be made with grammar.  Their speech may sound immature and they might have difficulties expressing complex ideas.  The child might struggle to say complete sentences or have specific problems with particular grammatical structures.  This is often observed when a child is developing accurate use of plurals (e.g. children will often say ‘mouses’ rather than ‘mice’), pronouns (e.g. a child may confuse when they should use him/he and her/she), or when a child is developing is/are.  
These are only a few of some common errors children make and it will be up to the Speech and Language Therapist to decide if the errors your child is making are in line with his/her development, or if your child needs more direct input to help your child develop accurate use of grammar.

Regardless of whether or not your child needs SLT input, there are lots of things you can do at home to promote their development of grammar.  Often, it is not necessary to set aside time everyday as the activities below are things that can be carried out in everyday communication with your child.
· Always make sure the child understands what they are required to say.  Check this out in informal activities – e.g. if they do not use the plural ‘s’ (as in cats) can the child choose between the singular and plural by pointing to pictures (of a cat or cats)?

· If the child makes a mistake in their spoken language, rather than asking them to correct it, give the child the correct model – e.g. if they say “Dog barking garden”, you say “That’s right, the dog is barking in the garden”.

· Plan your target(s) and focus only on the structures you have planned to teach.  Ignore any other mistakes if possible.  For example, if your target is pronouns and the child says, “Him eated my sweets”, emphasise the correct word he, rather than the word ate, asking “He ate your sweets?”

Your child’s SLT will be able to offer advice about which structures to target and also which to ignore – e.g. the child may need to work on pronouns at the moment, but irregular plurals can be left until later.

